Reading - The Loscoe Way (2026)

At Loscoe, reading is at the heart of our curriculum. We aim to develop fluent,
confident readers who enjoy books, understand language, and read for both
pleasure and purpose.

We believe every child can achieve their full potential in reading. Through ‘The
Loscoe Way’, we identify and close gaps, promote a rich vocabulary, and inspire a
lifelong love of reading.

Our reading-rich environment, diverse texts, and high-quality teaching ensure all
pupils—including those who are disadvantaged or have SEND—can access
learning at or beyond age-related expectations.

Phonics and Early Reading at Loscoe using Little Wandle programme

e Allchildren follow the Little Wandle programme

o Phonic progress is checked every half term through LITTLE WANDLE assessments.

e Childrenwho fall behind receive immediate 1:1 tutoring using LITTLE WANDLE resources.

o InEYFS, Drawing Club and is used weekly to explore books, discuss stories, and develop
ambitious vocabulary.

e Eachclass has six core books which are explored over the year.

e Fluency is developed during daily phonic sessions, as children read a book in small
groups, using books that are matched to their group’s phonetic ability. The children read
this at least times over a week and then this book is taken home.

e In Year 2, children will complete three reading sessions a week of the Little Wandle
Fluency programme. They will be assessed according to the scheme.

KS2
Types of Reading Lessons

At Loscoe CofE Primary School, we follow the ‘Fred’s Reading Programme’ which addresses the
key points of reading.



In addition, the children will read six complete ‘core’ books during their extended reading
sessions in which the teacher will read aloud and when resources allow, the children will read
with a reading ruler. These books are largely selected from the DDAT Reading Spine to ensure a
diverse range of authors, cultures, experiences, and perspectives. The selection willinclude texts
that reflect different ethnic backgrounds, family structures, gender identities, abilities, and
worldviews—helping children to both see themselves in the stories they read and develop
empathy for the lives of others.

1. Fluency Practice
These sessions use an extract of a book from ‘Fred’s Reading’.

Fluency lessons focus on developing fluency through repeated oral reading of a short text or
extract. The teacher will choose a paragraph from ‘Fred’s Reading’ and the text will take
approximately 1-1.5 minutes for the children to read. The text will be of a level which almost no
child will be able to read the text fluently first time without modelling from the teacher.

Teachers will be expected to read the texts used for their ‘FRED READING’ in advance to ensure
they can plan and deliver sessions effectively. Lessons should be supported by slides where
appropriate, with clearly identified vocabulary and discussion points to guide and enrich
learning. Planning for these sessions will be thorough, consistent, and aligned with the
curriculum intent, ensuring progression of reading skills and comprehension strategies across
the year.

e Theteacherintroduces and reads the text aloud, emphasising slightly the natural
prosody of their voice.

o Briefly discuss tricky words, drawing attention to the pronunciation.

e The teacher will the briefly summarise the text.

o Read again while pupils follow, tracking with a ruler.

o Pupils practise reading in pairs. The children will be paired in mixed ability and based
on how they can support each other with decoding. (For those less confident in doing
this, echo reading with an adult will be used initially.) The children will be given the
opportunity to read the text at least 3 times to their partner with the aim of improving
their fluency and prosody each time.

o Pupils perform the text aloud e.g. using choral reading or taking it in turns to read. This
gives what they’ve just done a bit more purpose —they can see it as a performance.

e The session ends with questions and class discussion about the text.

e 2, Close Reading (These sessions are using Fred’s reading or English Sessions)

Close reading lessons dig deeper into the meaning and language choices within a short text or
extract, as well as considering the author’s intentions and the impact on the reader.

A close reading session might focus on one or two chunks of text (anywhere between a
paragraph and a couple of pages). It might also focus on a particular pattern of language
choices that can be explored through a text (e.g. an author’s use of figurative language across
multiple chapters).

This reading will take place in literacy lesson and with the Fred’s Reading session.



e Briefly explain how the reading sits in the wider context. For example, if itis an extract,
explain how it relates to the rest of the text. Ifitis a complete text, explain the text type -
a poem, short speech.

e Thetextwill be read. This can be teacher-led, paired or silent independent, depending
on the reading abilities. This read will focus on the overall sense of the text.

e Unfamiliar vocabulary and concepts will be discussed as encountered. (Pre-teaching of
vocabulary can be done where necessary.)

e Read the text again involving discussion with a mixture of explanation (focussing on
essential aspects pupils might not understand or be able to work out for themselves)
and questions (exploring themes and language choices made by the author.

e Encourage children to ask questions and use discussions to explore their thoughts
going beyond the lesson intentions.

o All pupils will be prepared to answer, use techniques such as paired thinking, individual
whiteboards and cold-calling.

e Children may be required to write answers to questions to reinforce what they have
learnt, however, this isn’t an essential part of the close reading lesson.

3. Extended Reading or ‘core book’ reading.

Extended reading involve the prolonged engagement with a longer text, focusing on the
development of fluency, word knowledge, background knowledge and text knowledge through
exposure to the full text. It also builds stamina in reading.

Texts will be selected from the DDAT Reading Tree, they will be age appropriate; be a mix of
classic and modern and offer children new experiences as well as opportunities to see
themselves reflected in them.

Extended reading sessions will be undertaken in several different ways depending on the age
and current reading abilities of the children:

Year2,3and 4
e Theteacherintroduces and reads the text aloud, whilst the children keep pace and
follow with a ruler. To ensure all pupils are following, the teacher may pause and ask
the class to say the next word in unison.

Year5and 6
e Once children become more fluent in their reading, they will read silently in short
bursts, gradually increasing to extended periods in silence from a shared text. Where
children are unable to read in this way, they will be supported by an adult through
modelled reading and turn-taking.

Extended reading lessons focus on discussion and related questions to probe children’s
understanding of the text. Teachers will have read and engaged with the book to ensure they
can dissect the text to find the key moments children may need to clarify, summarise or explore
the meaning of the text.

The structure of the extended reading sessions is the same for all ages:

e The text will be read by the teacher/children.
e Discussion should take place at key points in the text



Timetables per year groups:

Alps
Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday
Phonics daily 20minutes
Shared reading 15/20 minutes three times a week.
Andes
Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday
Phonics daily 30 minutes
Reading Group 30 minutes on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Pyrennees
Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday
Phonics daily in term 1
Reading Group 30 minutes on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Himalayas
Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday
Three ‘ Fred Reading’ sessions throughout the week.

Rockies
Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday
Three ‘Fred Reading’ sessions throughout the week.
Cairngorms
Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday

Three ‘Fred Reading’ sessions throughout the week.

Extended reading involves the core books

Teachers will be provided with the DDAT Reading Spine, from which they will select both their
extended reading texts and their ‘reading for pleasure’ books. The selection must reflect the
diverse themes and experiences relevant to the children in their class. These books should
include a range of topics such as disability, race, gender, family structures, and cultural identity.
Itis essential that the reading choices include both ‘mirror’ texts—where children see their own
lives and experiences reflected—and ‘window’ texts, which offer insights into the lives and
experiences of others, helping to foster empathy, understanding, and a broader worldview.

Reading for Pleasure

Reading for pleasure helps primary children develop a lifelong love of reading, improves
vocabulary and comprehension, and supports emotional wellbeing and empathy.

All children are read to daily by an adult during extended reading sessions, using an engaging,
high-quality book largely selected from the DDAT Reading Tree.

The ‘Reading Ambassadors’ help promote book-talk during sessions reading to younger children,
recommendations during assembly etc.

Reading Practice

EYFS & KS1: Children take home two books each week—one for pleasure and one phonics or
ability-level book aligned to their current stage of reading development.



KS2: Children select books matched to their Accelerated Reader ZPD level from the library. They
may also choose an additional book for pleasure from their class selection. Children are
encouraged to change books if they are not enjoying them, to support a love of reading.

Year 2 (Post-Phase 5 phonics)

Children will complete three reading sessions a week of the Little Wandle Fluency programme.
They will be assessed according to the scheme.

Accelerated Reader Quizzes: Children complete quizzes during morning work time after
finishing a book. Each class will have access to an iPad to support this. A lunchtime AR book
group to support this happens on a Wednesday lunchtime.

Book Reviews: Children AR Book quizzes for each of the core texts studied. Children will have
chance to review books in a variety of ways, in class, on post-it notes, on video do-jo messages
and in the KS2 reading scrapbook. This will encourage children to reflect critically on their
reading, develop opinions, and engage in meaningful book talk with their peers.

Reading Incentives: We love celebrating children who develop positive reading habits at home.
Children use their Reading Record to keep track of their home reading and work their way through
our Reading Stamp Chart. As children reach different reading milestones, they receive special
rewards and recognition to celebrate their commitment and achievement. Alongside our Spin-
the-Wheel competitions, this helps make regular reading at home exciting, motivating and
something to be proud of. Children are encouraged to practise reading at home by our ‘Spin-the-
wheel’ competitions. They have a box in which to request books for schools to purchase.

Reading Interventions
EYFS & KS1:

e Children identified as not on track through half-termly assessments will receive 1:1
tutoring at least three times per week, for approximately 10 minutes per session. This
intervention will follow the (LITTLE WANDLE) tutoring programme.

e InYears 1and 2, there will be two additional whole-class phonics sessions per week to
ensure all children are consistently exposed to the expected phonemes and word reading
skills for their age and stage.

e Wherever possible, children who are below ARE will do an additional read with an adult
in school.

KS2:

o The lowest 20% of readers receive 1:1 reading support at least three times per week,
focusing on developing decoding, fluency, and comprehension skills. Wherever possible,
they will complete LW rapid Catch-up/comprehension-based intervention or the Little
Wandle Fluency programme.

e Nessy Club is offered to children outside of school hours.



